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Hours:
Mon. - Thurs
9 AM - 8 PM

Fri. - Sat.
9 AM - 5 PM

¡Noticias en 
español en la 

página 7!

You Don’t Want to 
Miss our STORYTIMES!
(See p. 5) 

Teen Hobby Start-Up Kits 
(Take & Play) 
December & January,  
All Month
(See p. 6)

The Midlothian Public Library is subject to the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilites Act of 1990. Individuals who require 
accommodation for a disability to attend any library presentation should 
contact the library at least five (5) working days prior to the event. 

CONTACT US:
708-535-2027

mds@midlothianlibrary.org

Take Our Survey to Help Us Serve You Better! 
As part of our ongoing efforts to improve our technology, 
services, classes, events and materials to better serve YOU,  
we are asking members of the public to take our 10-minute  
survey. If you choose to include your contact info with 
the survey, you will be entered into a drawing to win a 
$50 gift certificate to one of 6 Midlothian restaurants! Go 
to midlothianlibrary.org, visit the library to fill out a paper 
survey, scan this QR code, or call us at (708) 535-2027  
to take the survey by phone. Thank you!  

Get 1:1 Help with Technology or Job Searching 
(Bilingual English-Spanish) 
Do you need help learning to do a specific task 
on a computer? Would you like to improve your 
skills at MS Word, Excel, or another program? 
Would you like some guidance navigating 
online job applications or help formatting a 
résumé or cover letter? Our new Technology 
and Job Coaching Consultant Emily Roa is available for one-on-one help 
Wednesdays, 5 - 7:30 pm, Fridays, 2 - 4:30 pm and Saturdays, Noon -  
3 pm. Call to reserve a 30- or 60- minute time slot or just drop by.Jennifer Cottrill

Library Director

Michelle Vanis
Newsletter Editor

Library Closures 
THE  L IBRARY  WILL  BE  CLOSED  ON  THE  

FOLLOWING  DATES ,  THE  BOOK  DROP  WILL  

REMAIN  OPEN  FOR  YOUR  CONVENIENCE  

December 10 (Staff In-Service)
December 24 & 25

December 31 & January 1

Date Change:  Join us for 
our Grand Re-Opening  
December 11, 11 am



 
Notary Service Has Resumed 
Notary service is again available at the library. Call in advance to see if one of our 
notaries is available. When notaries are available, service is offered from 9:30 AM until 
one hour before closing. Cost is $1 per notary signature. You must provide a current, valid 
identification issued by a state or federal agency that includes your photo and signature, 
such as a current driver’s license, state ID, US military ID, or US passport. 

NEW & IMPROVED! Remote Printing 
We’ve upgraded our technology to make it easier to print at the library from 
home, your phone, or anywhere! To get started, go to our website, click 
How Do I?, Technology, then Print from Anywhere. Or, download the free 
ePRINTit app, select TBS, then Midlothian Public Library.

Help Us Pack the Pantry! 
Our Micro Pantry has been out of service due to first the pandemic, then our construction project. Help us restock to 
assist our neighbors in need in time for the holiday season. Food, body care products, and baby care products are 
gratefully accepted.

A Special Thanks to our Trustees Who Serve and Guide Without Compensation

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

In the COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT...

Mary Chiz
President

Jackie Murawski
Secretary

Carole Ferguson
Treasurer

Jim Woolard

Jack Levitt turned 90 on August 10, 2021. When he saw our anniversary shirts 
that said, “90 Years and Still Renewing,” he contacted the library to get one 
because he felt the motto applied to himself. Mr. Levitt is a survivor of both 
COVID-19 and cancer but is happily recovered from COVID and pronounced 
cancer-free. He is now back to meeting weekly with his senior group, leading 
them in current events discussions, out driving and shopping, and even 
attending theater performances. As a COVID survivor, Mr. Levitt would like to 
encourage everyone to get the vaccine! 

Midlothian Public Library would like to give a free “90 Years and Still Renewing” 
t-shirt to any Midlothian resident who turns 90 or older before December 31, 
2021. Stop by to pick one up, or call us, and we will bring one to you (while 
supplies last)! 

Did you know? Midlothian residents of any age who have physical difficulty 
coming to the library can apply for homebound delivery. Give us a call or apply 
via our website, and staff will contact you and plan to start delivery of library 
materials to your door! 

Patricia Bonk Louis Ceja Tom McDermott 

Have a story about why you love the library? Send it to mds@midlothianlibrary.org, and we may feature you next!

Library Board of Trustees meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month, at 7 pm. 

The public is welcome to attend. Upcoming Meetings: December 14* & January 18. (*Note date change.)

 

90 Years
& Still 

Renewing
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Our 100 library SWAN consortium makes it easy to order library materials not owned by our library.
Orders usually arrive in 3 to 5 business days. Library sta� can place your requests, or place your own online! 

Materials shared since January 2021
6,755 items sent 5,189 items received

6,755 items sent 



NEW! For 20/30 Somethings 

After-Hours Magic: The Gathering (In Person) 
Friday, December 17, 6 - 9 pm 
Register to play casual table top Magic. Door prizes and prizes throughout the 
event. You can bring your own cards, or learn to play here! All skill levels are 
welcome. Registration required; minimum 4 players by December 15 for event 
to occur. Limit 16. 

After-Hours Gaming (In Person) 
Friday, January 28, 6 - 9 pm 
Looking for a place to hang out and play video games with others? Come play games like Mario Kart, 
Super Smash Bros., and others after the library closes for the night. No need to bring anything besides 
yourself. Register and we’ll see you there! Registration required; minimum of 4 participants by January 26 
for event to occur. Limit 16. 

Adult Programming
F
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Adult Book Discussion (In Person)  
Saturday, December 11 & January 8, 10 - 11 am  

December 11:  Noel Letters by Richard Paul Evans. Noel Post, assuming ownership of her 
father’s bookstore after his death, begins to receive letters from an anonymous source which cause her to 
reevaluate her past and future. Books will be available at the library the month prior to the meeting. The title 
is also available electronically through Media on Demand/Libby/Overdrive. Registration begins November 13; 
limit 8.   

January 8:  Devil In the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That Changed America by Erik 
Larson.  This book “tells the parallel stories of Daniel Burnham, the main architect of the 1893 Chicago World’s 
Fair, and serial killer Henry H. Holmes...” (SWAN). It will be available in the library the month prior to the 
meeting. It is also available electronically through Media on Demand/Libby/Overdrive. Registration begins 
December 11; limit 8.  

Melted Snowman Ornament (In Person) 
Thursday, December 16, 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
This ornament will add a touch of humor to your tree. Registration begins December 1. Limit 8.  

Take It Make It! Melted Snowman Ornament (Take & Make) 
Thursday, December 16 
Can’t make the in-person program? Pick up a craft bag. Registration begins December 1. Limit 28.  

Puzzle Swap (In Person) 
Starting January 2022 
Do you have a puzzle at home you have already done? Bring it into the library and swap it! The library will be 
starting a new display of puzzles available for swapping.

J.R.R. Tolkien Day (In Person) 
Monday, January 3, All Day 
Make a fun craft. Share your favorite scene from books or movies.

Fill Up Your New Device (In Person) 
Monday, January 10, 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Did you find a new device under your tree this holiday season? Were you gifted someone’s old device? Do you 
hate going out in this weather? Learn how to download eBooks, eAudiobooks, movies, comics and music using 
Libby/Media on Demand/Overdrive and Hoopla. You will need your Midlothian Library Card. Register by Friday, 
January 7. Limit 8.  



Birdseed Ornament (In Person) 
Thursday, January 13, 7 - 8 pm 
Make a treat for our feathered friends this winter. 
Registration begins January 1; limit 8. 

Take It Make It! Birdseed Ornament (Take & Make) 
Thursday, January 13 
Can’t make the in-person program? Pick up a craft bag  
and make a treat for our feathered friends this winter.   
Registration begins January 1; limit 28. 

Credit Reports & Scores (Online via Zoom)  
Thursday, January 20, 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
A representative from First Midwest Bank, Midlothian will describe how to 
build productive credit histories and how to improve and repair credit.  If you 
do not own the equipment needed to view this meeting, you may check out a 
Chromebook and hotspot with your Midlothian Library card. Help Desk staff 
can show you how to connect to the meeting.  

REGISTER ONLINE VIA OUR WEBSITE’S EVENTS PAGE TO RECEIVE 
THE PASSCODE FOR THIS EVENT BY EMAIL, OR CALL THE LIBRARY 
FOR THE PASSCODE PRIOR TO THE EVENT. Register by Thursday, 
January 13.  

Conversation Café (In Person)  
Monday, January 24, 6:30 - 8 pm  
Conversation Café will take a break in December.  
A Conversation Café is a 90-minute structured hosted conversation that uses 
a simple format and simple ground rules to help people feel at ease and 
give everyone who wants it a chance to speak—it’s also fine for people to 
simply listen. No one need feel like an “expert” on the topic, as participants 
are encouraged to speak from their own experience. Format and discussion 
questions will be emailed to participants in advance, but no homework is 
expected! Registration required by Thursday, January 20; limit 16.  

January: “Humor” 
Let’s beat the winter blues by lightening up our Conversation Cafe with a 
bit of humor. We’ll discuss the role of humor in our lives, different types of 
humor, and how laughter can sometimes be the “best medicine.” Bring your 
favorite (clean) joke to share! 

One Hundred and Six Minutes:  
The Race to Save the Titanic (In Person) 
Thursday, January 27, 6:30 - 7:30 pm  
William Hazelgrove explains the incredible unknown story that no one should 
have died on the night the Titanic sank.  Registration required by Tuesday, 
January 25. Limit 16. 

     Wait! There is more...
Friends of the Library Meetings 
(In Person)
Thursdays, December 9  
& January 13, 6 - 7 pm 
All are welcome. 

The Friends are looking for 
volunteers for... 
Secretary: A volunteer is needed 
to fill this position until the next 
election of officers in March 
2022. The Secretary prepares 
the minutes of the meeting and 
other correspondences for the 
organization.  

Chairperson for the Little Free 
Libraries: A volunteer is needed 
to coordinate the four Little Free 
Libraries to ensure they are full of 
books and well maintained.  

Interested? Please contact 
Joanna Whitten, President  or 
Joyce Holste, Vice President by 
contacting the library or email: 
friends@midlothianlibrary.org. 

Holiday Bazaar Kickoff 
Saturday, December 4,  
9 am - 1 pm 
Come and find unique craft 
items, baked treats and gently 
used holiday decorations. Look 
for special raffle baskets.  Raffle 
tickets will be $1 or 6 for $5, and 
will be drawn on December 11. 
Winners will be notified. The 
Bazaar will remain in the library 
through December 21. Donations 
will be gratefully accepted starting 
November 1 in the library.  

Save the date!  
Book Sale  
Saturday, February 5,  
9 am - 3 pm 
Fill your winter days with great 
finds from this upcoming sale.  

Membership Drive - March 2022 
Look for your Friends membership 
renewal notice. “Many hands make 
light work.”

The Friends of the Library... 
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Check Out Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra Tickets 
Use your library card to check out two free tickets to any of the 
Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra’s performances this season. 
Call or visit the library Checkout Desk for more details.  
Concert schedule at ipomusic.org.  



 Children’s Programming
F
e
a
tu

r
e
d

5

Where’s Chip the Elf? (In Person) 
December 1 - 22, All Day 
Best for ages 3+. Come in and find the library’s very own elf, Chip! When you spot him, let staff at the 
help desk know and your name will be entered in a drawing for a prize at the end of the month. 

Take a Librarian Everywhere (In Person) 
Friday, December 3, All Day 
Best for grades K+. Pick up a pint-sized version of a library staff member and take them everywhere with you 
during the holiday season. Take photos of all the fun and send them to us so that we can share it with the 
community. Registration required by December 1; limit 24 

Disguise a Gingerbread Man Craft (Take & Make) 
Thursday, December 9, All Day 
Best for grades K+. Don’t let anyone eat the Gingerbread Man this holiday season. Come in and pick 
up your materials. Think of a great disguise and bring him back to the library. We want to put all the 
clever disguises on display for everyone to see.  No registration required. While supplies last. 

Gingerbread House Kits (Take & Make) 
Friday, December 17, All Day 
The gingerbread houses are back. Pick up all the materials you need and have blast creating a 
gingerbread house at home. Registration required by December 13; limit 25. 

 Winter Reading Bingo (In Person)  
January 3 - 14, All Day  
Are you looking for a fun activity to beat the chill?  Our toasty Winter Reading Bingo is just what you need! 
Come by the library for your bingo card and learn how to participate. 

Whodunit: Mystery Madness (In Person) 
January 12 - 26, All Day 
Come find out about all the mischief some of your favorite book characters get into. If you solve the mystery, 
you can pick a prize from our treasure chest. 

Kindness Matters: Celebrating MLK (In Person) 
Monday, January 17, All Day 
Let’s honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by creating kindness cards that you can send to family or 
community members.  Come in and create a card, all the materials will be provided. 



 Teen Programming

Teen Treats (Take & Make) 
Friday, December 17 & January 14, All Day 
Delicious crafts--one that you can eat and one you can destroy! Please 
register by date indicated. Supplies are limited. 

December: X-Treme Gingerbread Build Challenge (Register by 12/14) 
January: Puppy Chow (Register by 1/11) 

Teen Craft (Take & Make) 
Monday, December 20 & January 17, All Day 
Get crafty with flowers and snow in our Teen Craft Kits.  
Please register by date indicated. Supplies are limited. 

December:  Fall Flowers & Winter Wonder (Register by 12/16) 
January:  Wintery Snow Globe (Register by 1/13)  

RPG Club (Online via Discord) 
January 4, 11, & 18, 6 pm - 7:30 pm 
Are you an aspiring role player or looking to try your 
chops at DM’ing? Look no further! All experience 
levels are welcome. 

Join our Discord Server for our weekly D&D session: https://discord.
gg/EJK5xSS  

We have a DND Beyond account that should allow you full access to 
character creation: https://ddb.ac/campaigns/join/11775273449670503

If you have any questions please contact Stuart, Teen Services 
Librarian, at skerr@midlothianlibrary.org. Program subject to change due to 
attendance.     

Teen Tournament (In Person) 
Friday, January 21, 6 - 9 pm 
Register for your spot to participate in our teen tournament. Games will 
be played locally on the switch.  Registration required by Wednesday, 
January 26; limit 25. Masks and social distancing required.   

Teen Hobby Start-Up Kits (Take & Play) 
December & January, All Month 
Stop in the library or call for curbside to pick up one of 
our hobby start-up kits. First come, first served while 
supplies last. 

Begins December 1: RPG  
Pick between Call of Cthulhu or Dungeon and Dragons. Each kit 
will contain a set of dice, rule sheets, and pre-made characters.  

Begins January 3: Game Night  
Answer the question, “Do you want to betray your friends or make 
sushi?” and receive a game to keep. One game per household.  

F
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Challenges
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Virtual/Distant Community 
Service opportunities are here! 
Each month Midlothian Library 
will ask teens to complete 
various challenges. Any 
challenge that requires a photo 
submission can be emailed to 
skerr@midlothianlibrary.org or 
a physical copy can be dropped 
off at the help desk. To submit 
completed activities please visit 
our website and complete the 
form located in the teen section 
of the website. Any photos 
submitted for a challenge 
may be used in our flyers or 
newsletter.  
December 2021
Challenge Time Awarded
Take Stock 
Photos of 
Midlothian

1 hour 
per photo 
submitted, max 
3 hours. 

Visit a Local 
park and pick 
up garbage

1 hour per visit

Email a 
librarian a 
book, movie, 
or video game 
suggestion

0.5 hours per 
suggestion, 
max of 3 hours

January 2022
Challenge Time Awarded
Create art 
for our teen 
space using 
the theme: 
“Anything can 
be an Album 
Cover”

1 hour 
per photo 
submitted, max 
3 hours

Help remove 
snow from 
driveways and 
sidewalks

1 hour per 
activity

Email a 
librarian a 
teen program 
you would like 
to see at the 
library

1 hour per 
activity, max of 
3 hours

 
Thank you for your participation 
and helping our community! 
For more information please 
contact Stuart Kerr, Teen 
Services librarian  
skerr@midlothianlibrary.org 



 Noticias En Espanol
Responda nuestra encuesta para ayudarnos a brindarle un mejor servicio! 
Como parte de nuestros esfuerzos continuos para mejorar nuestra tecnología, 
servicios, clases, eventos y materiales para servirle mejor a USTED, le pedimos 
a los miembros del público que respondan nuestra encuesta de 10 minutos. 
Si opta por incluir su información de contacto en la encuesta, participará en un 
sorteo para ganar un certificado de regalo de $ 50 para uno de 6 restaurantes en 
Midlothian!  Vaya a midlothianlibrary.org, visite la biblioteca para completar una 
encuesta en papel, escanee este código QR o llámenos al (708) 535-2027 para 
completar la encuesta por teléfono. ¡Gracias!
Obtenga ayuda personalizada con la tecnología o la búsqueda de empleo (Bilingüe Inglés - 
Español) 
¿Necesita ayuda para aprender a realizar una tarea específica en una 
computadora? ¿Le gustaría mejorar sus habilidades en MS Word, Excel 
u otro programa? ¿Le gustaría recibir orientación sobre cómo navegar las 
solicitudes de empleo en línea o ayuda para formatear un currículum vitae 
o una carta de presentación? Nuestra nueva consultora de tecnología Emily 
Roa está disponible para ayudarte personalmente los Miércoles, 5 - 7:30 
pm, Viernes, 2 - 4:30 pm y Sabados, 12 - 3 pm. Llame para reservar una 
cita de 30- o 60- minutos o simplemente visítenos. 

Para Niños 
¿Dónde está Chip el duende? (En persona) 
1 - 22 de Diciembre, todo el día  
Ideal para mayores de 3 años. ¡Entra y encuentra a 
chip el duende de la biblioteca! Cuando lo vea, avísele 
al personal de la mesa de ayuda y su nombre se 
ingresará en un sorteo para un premio a fin de mes. 

Holly Jolly Storytimes (en línea a través 
de Facebook)  
13 - 17 de Diciembre, 11 am
Únase a nosotros para una semana de 
historias, canciones y diversión navideña. ¡Va a ser un 
momento muy alegre! 

Kits de casitas de jengibre (para llevar y preparar)  
Viernes, 17 de Diciembre Todo el día 
Las casas de pan de jengibre están de vuelta. Recoge 
todos los materiales que necesitas y diviértete creando 
una casa de pan de jengibre en casa. Regístrese antes 
del 13 de Diciembre; límite 25. 

Para los Adolescentes 
Kits de inicio de pasatiempos para adolescentes 
(para llevar y preparar) 
Diciembre y Enero, todo el mes 
Pasa por la biblioteca o llame a la acera para recoger 
uno de nuestros kits de inicio de pasatiempos. 
Regístrese antes de la fecha indicada. Los suministros 
son limitados. 

Diciembre: RPG. Elige entre Call of Cthulhu o Dungeon 
and Dragons. Cada kit contendrá un juego de dados, 
hojas de reglas y personajes prefabricados. 

Enero: Noche de juegos. Responde la pregunta: 
“¿Quieres traicionar a tus amigos o hacer sushi?” y 
recibe un juego para llevar a casa. Un juego por hogar. 
 
Torneo de adolescentes (en persona)
Viernes, 21 de Enero, de 6 a 9 pm 
Regístrese para obtener su lugar 
para participar en nuestro torneo de 
adolescentes. Los juegos se jugarán localmente en el 
switch.  
Se requiere inscripción antes del Miércoles 26 
de Enero; límite 25. Se requieren máscaras y 
distanciamiento asociado. 
 
¡NUEVO! Para 20/30 y Algo 
Después de horas de juego (en persona) 
Viernes, 28 de Enero, de 6 a 9 pm 
¿Busca un lugar para pasar el rato y jugar videojuegos 
con otras personas? Ven a jugar juegos como Mario 
Kart, Super Smash bros., y otros juegos después de 
que la biblioteca cierra por la noche. No es necesario 
traer nada más que usted mismo. Regístrese y 
nos vemos allí! Por favor regístrese. Mínimo de 4 
participantes antes del 26 de enero para que ocurra el 
evento. Límite 16. 
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Our Mission: 
Promote the power of knowledge and provide the 

community access to information for the 
fulfillment of its educational, cultural,
 professional, and personal interests.

Register at midlothianlibrary.org or call (708) 535-2027.

 Library programs may be photographed or videotaped for library promotional purposes. Notify library staff if you prefer not to be photographed.

Date Change: Join us for our Grand Re-Opening December 11, 11 am
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December
December, All Month – Teen Hobby Start-Up Kits(Take & Play): RPG
December 1 - 22, All Day – Where’s Chip the Elf? (In Person) 
December 3, All Day – Take a Librarian Everywhere (In Person)
December 4, 9 am - 1 pm – Holiday Bazaar Kickoff 
December 9, All Day – Disguise a Gingerbread Man Craft (Take & 
Make)
December 9, 6 pm – Friends of the Library Meetings (In Person)
December 10 –  Library Closed for Staff In-Service
December 11, 10 am – Adult Book Discussion (In Person) 
December 11, 11 am – Grand Re-Opening
December 13 - 17, 11 am – Holly Jolly Storytimes (Online via 
Facebook) 
December 14, 7 pm – Library Board of Trustees Meeting
December 16 – Take It Make It! Melted Snowman Ornament (Take & 
Make)
December 16, 6:30 pm – Melted Snowman Ornament (In Person)
December 17, All Day – Gingerbread House Kits (Take & Make) 
December 17, All Day – Teen Treats (Take & Make) 
December 17, 6 - 9 pm – After Hours Magic: The Gathering (In 
Person)
December 20, All Day – Teen Craft (Take & Make) 
December 24  –  Library Closed for Christmas Eve
December 25 – Library Closed for Christmas Day
December 31 – Library Closed for New Year’s Eve

January
January 1 – Library Closed for New Year’s Day
Starting January 2022 – Puzzle Swap (In-Person) 
January, All Month – Teen Hobby Start-Up Kits (Take & Play): Game 
Night
January 3, All Day - J.R.R. Tolkien Day (In Person) 
January 3 - 14, All Day – Winter Reading Bingo (In Person)  
January 4, 6 pm – RPG Club (Online via Discord) 
January 7, 10 am – Fantastic Friday Stories (Online via Facebook)  
January 8, 10 am – Adult Book Discussion (In Person) 
January 10, 6:30 pm – Fill Up Your New Device (In Person)
January 11, 6 pm – RPG Club (Online via Discord) 
January 12 - 26, All Day – Whodunit: Mystery Madness (In Person) 
January 13 – Take It Make It! Birdseed Ornament (Take & Make) 
January 13, 7 pm – Birdseed Ornament (In Person) 
January 13, 7 pm – Friends of the Library Meetings (In Person)
January 14, All Day – Teen Treats (Take & Make) 
January 18, 7 pm – Library Board of Trustees Meeting
January 17, All Day – Kindness Matters: Celebrating MLK (In Person)
January 17, All Day – Teen Craft (Take & Make) 
January 18, 6 pm – RPG Club (Online via Discord) 
January 20, 6:30 pm – Credit Reports & Scores (Online via Zoom)
January 21, 10 am – Fantastic Friday Stories (Online via Facebook) 
January 21, 6 - 9 pm – Teen Tournament (In Person) 
January 24, 6:30 pm – Conversation Café (In Person)  
January 27, 6:30 pm – One Hundred and Six Minutes: The Race to 
Save the Titanic (In Person) 
January 28, 6 - 9 pm – After Hours Gaming (In Person)


