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Top 3 Events To Mark 
On Your Calendar

Conversation Café  
October 25 & November 15, 
6:30  - 8 pm 
(See p. 3)

14701
S. Kenton Ave.
Midlothian, IL

60445

Hours:
Mon. - Thurs
9 AM - 8 PM

Fri. - Sat.
9 AM - 5 PM

¡Noticias en 
español en la 

página 7!

You Don’t Want to 
Miss our STORYTIMES!
(See p. 5) 

Thrills and Chills Book 
Chat (Online via Discord) 
Wednesday, October 20, 
6 – 7 pm 
(See p. 6)

The Midlothian Public Library is subject to the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilites Act of 1990. Individuals who require 
accommodation for a disability to attend any library presentation should 
contact the library at least five (5) working days prior to the event. 

CONTACT US:
708-535-2027

mds@midlothianlibrary.org

Jennifer Cottrill
Library Director

Michelle Vanis
Newsletter Editor

Ryan Jana
Newsletter Designer

Grand Reopening and 90th Anniversary Celebration 
Saturday, November 20, 10 am 

We’ve been OPEN throughout the whole period of our 
building envelope renovation, but join us for our grand 
RE-opening to celebrate our 90th anniversary—and 
the completion of the project that will keep our library 
watertight and well-insulated for years to come! The 
celebration will include a ribbon-cutting ceremony, light 
refreshments, and library tours. 

Check Out Hotspots and Chromebooks for Home 
Internet Access! 

Midlothian library cardholders can now check out 
mobile internet hotspots and Chromebook laptops to 
do internet-connected computing from the comfort 
and safety of their homes.  

• Check out hotspots and Chromebooks separately or together. 
• One week checkout period, renewable by phone for additional week if 

no wait list. 
• Reserve by phone or online through your account. 
• Instructions included, and staff assistance available in person, by 

phone or via Zoom during library hours.  
• Youth under 18 must have an Internet Use Agreement Card signed by 

a parent or guardian to check out. 
• Limit of one of each item per library card at one time.



A Special Thanks to our Trustees Who Serve and Guide Without Compensation

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

In the COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT...

Mary Chiz
President

Jackie Murawski
Secretary

Carole Ferguson
Treasurer

Jim Woolard

Twelve-year-old Boy Scout Ayden Wright just started his sixth year of scouting. 
When looking for badges to earn, his avid reading habits pointed him toward the 
Reading Badge. He came to the library, where staff gave him a tour and taught 
him about library services, how books are organized, and how to search the 
catalog and find books on the shelf. Ayden also was required to read 4 books, 
3 of which came from the library. As a community service project, he will be 
assisting the Friends with their October book sale. 

You don’t need to earn a badge to get personalized assistance from library staff! 
We can help you find information on almost any topic; show you how to use the 
library catalog, our eBooks and eMedia, or other digital resources; or recommend 
books you or child would enjoy. In fact, our staff routinely provide over 50 one-on-
one extended help sessions to patrons per week. Just stop by the Help Desk and 
let us help you know your library!

Patricia Bonk Louis Ceja Tom McDermott 

Have a story about why you love the library? Send it to mds@midlothianlibrary.org, and we may feature you next!

Library Board of Trustees meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month, at 7 pm. 

The public is welcome to attend. Upcoming Meetings: October 19 & November 16.

          Self-Checkout Now Available Through SWAN Libraries App 
 
Want to skip the Checkout Desk and get in and out of the library in record 
time? Check out your own materials using the SWAN Libraries App, 
downloadable for free wherever you get your apps. Login with your library 
card and PIN number (if you don’t know yours, you can reset it online or 
call or see Checkout Desk staff), select “Self Check,” and follow the easy 
steps to scan and go! 

Still want to check out your materials with real people with friendly faces? Still want to use 
our in-building self-checkout machine? These options are still available! Use the one that 
works best for you. 

 

Badge 
Earner
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Conversation Café (In Person) 
Mondays, October 25 & November 15, 6:30 - 8 pm 
A Conversation Café is a 90-minute structured hosted conversation that uses a 
simple format and simple ground rules to help people feel at ease and give everyone 
who wants it a chance to speak—it’s also fine for people to simply listen. No one 
need feel like an “expert” on the topic, as participants are encouraged to speak from their own 
experience. Format and discussion questions will be emailed to participants in advance, but no 
homework is expected! Registration required; limit 16. 

October: “Time” 
Do you feel like you have too little time to do all the things you want and need to do? Or do 
you have more free time than you know what to do with? Do you have a healthy or unhealthy 
relationship with time? How do our choices about how we spend our time relate to our values? 

November: “Passing the Baton” 
We will use the metaphor of the relay race to invite participants to reflect on the baton of 
experiences they have been passed by their families, communities, and society, and which of 
those “batons” are beneficial to pass on to those who come after us and which are best to leave 
behind. 

Adult Programming
F
e
a
tu

r
e
d
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Make An Autumn Globe (In Person) 
Thursday, October 7, 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Preserve the memory of swirling colorful leaves with this craft. Please register starting  
October 1; limit 8.  

Take It Make It: An Autumn Globe (Take & Make) 
Thursday, October 7 
Can’t make the in-person program? Pick up a craft bag. Please register starting October 1; limit 28.    

Adult Book Discussion (In Person) 
Saturday, October 9, 10 - 11 am 
Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson. This classic novel has been scaring people since 1959. Will you be 
next? Available in the library or electronically through Overdrive/Media on Demand/Libby. Please register starting 
September 11; limit 8.    

Naturalization 101: Becoming a U.S. Citizen (Online via Teams, Bilingual English - Spanish) 
Monday, October 18, 6 - 8 pm 
A representative from the United States Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS) will give 
a presentation on the requirements and process to become a U.S. citizen, and how to avoid 
immigration scams. When you register a link will be emailed to you with information on how to 
join the meeting. If you do not own the equipment needed to view this meeting, you may check 
out a Chromebook and hotspot with your Midlothian Library card. Help Desk staff can show you 
how to connect to the meeting.     

Medicare 101 (In Person) 
Thursday, October 21, 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Do you have questions about the Medicare Open Enrollment Period, October 15 - December 7? Join us to learn 
about Medicare, including: how to avoid the government penalty, when and how to sign up, the parts of Medicare 
and which ones you need. Please register; limit 8.    



     Wait! There is more...
Author in the Spotlight: Chris Bohjalian (Online via Zoom) 
Wednesday, October 27, 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Chris Bohjalian is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of 22 books 
including Midwives and Flight Attendant. His work has been translated into 
35 languages and has been adapted into three movies and a TV series. He 
will be talking about his newest release The Hour of the Witch. If you do 
not own the equipment needed to view this meeting, you may check out a 
Chromebook and hotspot with your Midlothian Library card. Help Desk staff 
can show you how to connect to the meeting. Please register; limit 10.    

Watch The Haunting (In Person)  
Thursday, October 28, 6 - 8 pm 
Watch this black and white 1963 movie by Robert Wise based on The 
Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson. A parapsychologist and two 
mediums spend a weekend in a haunted mansion. Movie is rated G. Please 
register; limit 8. 

Make a Cinnamon Candle (In Person) 
Thursday, November 4, 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Does the smell of cinnamon make you feel cozy?  
Make this decorative candle. Please register starting October 28, limit 8.  

Take It Make It! Cinnamon Candle (Take & Make) 
Thursday, November 4
Can’t make the in-person program? Pick up a craft bag, and make this 
decorative candle at home. Please register starting October 28; limit 28.   

Searching for a Job Using a Computer (In Person)  
Mondays, November 8, 15, & 22, 10 - 11 am 
Using Chicago DigitalLearn online classes, participants will 
work on lessons with the help of a library staff member. These 
lessons combine video instruction with hands on exercises. 
Topics covered include: online job searching, creating resumes, applying for 
jobs online and getting a job using Illinois workNet.  Participants will proceed 
at their own pace. Registration required; space is limited to 6 per session.  

Adult Book Discussion (In Person) 
Saturday, November 13, 10 - 11 am 
Before I go to Sleep by S. J. Watson. A woman, suffering from amnesia, keeps 
a diary to figure out who she can trust. The book is available from the library 
or electronically through Overdrive/Media on Demand/Libby or Hoopla. Please 
register starting October 9; limit 8.   

When a Life Becomes Myth: History, Myth and Family Stories  
(Online via Zoom) 
Thursday, November 18, 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Do you have family stories which seem odd and dramatic? This program is 
about one such story. Using genealogy, history and even weather records the 
presenter was able to rebuild what seems to have really happened. Does the 
story live up to its telling? If you do not own the equipment needed to view this 
meeting, you may check out a Chromebook and hotspot with your Midlothian 
Library card. Help Desk staff can show you how to connect to the meeting. 
Please register.  

 

 
Friends of the Library Meetings 
(In Person)
Thursdays, October 14 & 
November 11, 6 - 7 pm
All are welcome. The meeting will 
take place in the Commons area. 

Book Sale (In Person)
Saturday, October 2, 9 am - 3 pm
It’s been a LONG time. Please 
come support the library by 
browsing and purchasing from a 
wide variety of books for all ages. 

Save the date!
Holiday Bazaar (In Person)
Saturday, December 4,  
9 am - 1 pm
Find unique gifts and delicious 
baked goods. 
 
Donations of craft items and 
gently used holiday decorations 
will be gratefully accepted starting 
Monday, November 1. A box will be 
by the Help Desk.

The Friends of the Library... 

Follow our Facebook Page and Discord for 
up-to-date information about programs!

We’ve Gone Virtual!
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 Children’s Programming
Fantastic Friday Stories (Online via Facebook) Fridays October 1, 15 & 29 November 5 & 19, 10 am 
Join us for stories, songs and much more! It’s the perfect way to start your weekend.  

A Week of Spooky Stories (Online via Facebook) October 4 - 8, 11 am 
Tune in to a spooky good time with this special Halloween series! This is an event for all ages. Each day we 
will read a “scary” story for a different age group.  

Play, Baby, Play (In Person) Tuesdays, October 5, 12, 19 & 26 and November 2 & 9, 10:30 - 11 am
Join us for songs and stories. It’s a fun-filled time for you and your baby. Registration required.  

Gobbling Good Storytime (Online via Facebook) Wednesday, November 24, 10 am 
Join us for our special Thanksgiving family storytime.  It will be deliciously good!  F

e
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Mummy Door Decoration (Take & Make) 
Wednesday, October 6, All Day 
Join this crafty community activity! Grab all the supplies you need from the library, decorate your front door, 
take a photo, and share it with us on social media! Instructions will be included in each kit. Registration 
required; limit 35. 

Grab and Go Crafts (Take & Make) 
Fridays, October 8 & November 12, All Day 
Best for ages 5+. Get crafty at home with this fun craft kit!  No registration required;  
first come, first served, while supplies last. Crafts available the day of the event. 

 October 8: Scarecrow Paper Bag Puppet   
 November 12: Paper Plate Turkey  

STEAM Kits (Online via Facebook)  
Wednesday, October 13 & November 10, 6 pm 
Best for grades 3+. Do you like science? Are you an art lover? We have combined science, art and much 
more in our STEAM kits. Come pick up your kit on the dated listed above. The video for the STEAM kit will be 
posted by 6 pm on pickup day. Registration required.  

Junior Chefs (Online via Zoom)
Mondays, October 18 & November 15, 6 pm 
Best for grades 3+. We’re back in the kitchen and ready to share more kid friendly recipes with you! Pick up 
your materials on the date listed below and join us on Zoom. Zoom link provided on the events page of our 
website.  

 October 18: Trick or Eats:  Pick up materials starting Thursday, October 14. 
 November 15: Gobble, Gobble, Yum, Yum:  Pick up materials starting Thursday, November 11.  

All about Henna (Online via Zoom) 
Monday, November 1, 6 pm 
Best for grades 3+. Join us as Asma Bohra teaches us all about the art of Henna. We’ll learn about the 
history of Henna and practice some designs. It will be an evening filled with art, learning and fun! Kits 
will be available on Friday, October 29. Registration required. Zoom link provided on the events page 
of our website. 

Thanksgiving Stuffy Sleepover (In Person & Online via Facebook) 
Monday, November 22, All day 
What would happen if your favorite stuffed animal spent the night in the library?  Drop off your favorite stuffed 
animal for a sleepover at the library and find out! All their antics will be posted on Facebook for you to enjoy. 
Pick up your favorite pal the next day.  Registration required. 



 Teen Programming

Teen Crafts (Take & Make)  
Mondays, October 11 & November 15, All Day Pick-Up  
Register for our STEAM-based craft kits! Instructions provided. 
Registration required. 

 October 11: Painted Gourds 
 November 15: Jewelry Making  

After-Hours Teen Gaming Tournament (In Person)  
Fridays, October 15 & 29 and November 12 & 26, 6 - 9 pm  
Register for your spot to participate in our teen 
tournament. Games will be played locally on the 
switch. Registration required. Attendance limited to 25 
participants. Masks and social distancing required. 
   

Thrills and Chills Book Chat (Online via Discord) 
Wednesday, October 20, 6 - 7 pm 
Grab your favorite horror stories and join us for this virtual Halloween 
book chat!  Tell us why your book, story, or urban legend is the 
creepiest. 
 
 Discord: https://discord.gg/5n5vxFA

Teen Treats (Take & Make)  
Mondays, October 25 & November 29, All Day Pick-Up  
Register for our delicious food kits! Instructions  
provided. Kits are limited. Registration required.  

 October 25: Pumpkin Sugar Cookies 
 November 29: Turkey Cupcakes 

Teen Service Hours 

Stuart is in need of some help at the library. If you are a teen 
and need community service hours, please contact him via 
email at skerr@midlothianlibrary.org, by phone at (708) 535-
2027, or in person. Virtual and 
in-person volunteer hours are 
available. A permission slip 
signed by a guardian is required 
to start volunteering at the 
library.

F
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Community 
Event

Trunk-or-Treat  
(In Person) 
Saturday, 
October 9,  
10 am - Noon 

Join us at the Park District 
for this fabulous trunk or 
treat event! Come say 
hello and get all the treats 
you can eat. Meet us at 
14500 Kostner Avenue in 
Midlothian.  
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We are part of a 
consortium of 100 libraries 
and can almost always get 
you any book or media 
item owned by any of 
those libraries in 3 to 5 
days. For a slightly longer 
wait, we can usually get 
you any item held in library 
in the state of Illinois, free 
of charge!

Did You 
Know?



 Noticias En Espanol
¡Pide Prestado un Hotspot y Chromebook para acceder a Internet desde su casa! 
Los titulares de tarjetas de la biblioteca de Midlothian ahora pueden pedir prestados puntos de acceso a Internet 
móviles y las computadoras portátiles Chromebook para hacer computación conectadas a Internet desde la 
comodidad y seguridad de sus hogares. 

• Consulte los puntos de acceso y los Chromebook por separado o juntos. 
• Período de pago de una semana, renovable por teléfono por una semana adicional si no hay lista de espera. 
• Reserve por teléfono o en línea a través de su cuenta. 
• Asistencia de personal disponible. 
• Los jóvenes menores de 18 años deben tener una tarjeta de acuerdo de uso de 

Internetfirmada por un padre o tutor. 
• Límite de uno de cada artículo por tarjeta de biblioteca a la vez. 

Para Adultos 
Venta de libros (En persona) 
Sábado, 2 de Octubre, de 9 am - 3 pm  
Ha sido un largo tiempo. Por favor venga a apoyar 
la biblioteca navegando y comprando de una amplia 
variedad de libros para todas las edades. 

Naturalización 101: Convertirse en Ciudadano de 
EE. UU. (En línea a través de “Teams”, Bilingüe 
inglés - español)
Lunes, 18 de Octubre, de 6 a 8 pm 
Un representante de los Servicios de Ciudadanía e 
Inmigración de los Estados Unidos (USCIS) hará una 
presentación sobre los requisitos y el proceso para 
convertirse en ciudadano estadounidense y cómo 
evitar las estafas de inmigración. Cuando se registre, 
se le enviará un enlace por correo electrónico con 
información sobre cómo unirse a la reunión. Si no tiene 
el equipo necesario para ver esta reunión, puede pedir 
prestada una Chromebook y un punto de acceso con 
su tarjeta de la Biblioteca Midlothian. El personal de la 
mesa de ayuda puede mostrarle cómo conectarse a la 
reunión. 

Para Adolecentes  
Manualidades para adolescentes (Tomar y hacer) 
Lunes, 11 de Octubre y 15 de Noviembre, Recoger 
durante todo el dia 
¡Regístrese para recibir nuestros kits de manualidades 
a base de STEAM! Se proporcionan instrucciones. Se 
requiere registro. 

 11 de Octubre: Calabazas pintadas
 15 de Noviembre: Fabricación de joyas 

Torneo de juegos para adolescentes fuera de horas 
regulares (En persona) 
Viernes, 15 y 19 de Octubre; 12 y 26 de Noviembre,  
6 - 9 pm 

Regístrese para obtener su lugar para participar en 
nuestro torneo para adolescentes. Los juegos se 
jugarán localmente en el Nintendo Switch. Se requiere 
registro. Asistencia limitada a 25 participantes. Requiere 
máscaras y distanciamiento social. 

Para Niños
Manualidades para llevar (Tomar y hacer) 
Viernes, 8 de Octubre y 12 de Noviembre, todo el día
Ideal para mayores de 5 años. 
¡Sea astuto en casa con este divertido kit de 
manualidades! No es necesario registrarse; por orden 
de llegada, hasta agotar existencias. Artesanías 
disponibles el día del evento. 

     8 de Octubre: Espantapájaros hecho con bolsa de  
                             papel  
     12 de Noviembre: Pavo hecho con plato de papel  

Todo sobre la henna (En línea a través de Zoom) 
Lunes, 1 de Noviembre, 6 pm 
Ideal para grados 3+. Únase a nosotros mientras 
Asma Bohra nos enseña todo sobre el arte de la 
henna. Aprenderemos sobre la historia de la henna 
y practicaremos algunos diseños. ¡Será una noche 
llena de arte, aprendizaje y diversión! Los kits estarán 
disponibles el viernes, 29 de octubre. Se requiere 
registro. Enlace de Zoom proporcionado en la página de 
eventos de nuestro sitio web. 

Fiesta de pijama de peluche de Acción de Gracias 
(En persona)   
Lunes, 22 de Noviembre, 6 pm 
¿Qué pasaría si tu peluche favorito pasara la noche en 
la biblioteca? ¡Deje su animal de peluche favorito para 
una fiesta de pijamas en la biblioteca y descúbralo! 
¡Todas sus payasadas se publicarán en Facebook para 
que las disfrutes! Recoge a tu amigo favorito al día 
siguiente. Se requiere registro. 
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Our Mission: 
Promote the power of knowledge and provide the 

community access to information for the 
fulfillment of its educational, cultural,
 professional, and personal interests.

Register at midlothianlibrary.org or call (708) 535-2027.

 Library programs may be photographed or videotaped for library promotional purposes. Notify library staff if you prefer not to be photographed.

Save the date: Friends Holiday Bazaar Kickoff (In Person) Saturday, December 4, 9 am - 1 pm
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October
October 1, 10 am – Fantastic Friday Stories (Online via Facebook)
October 2, 9 am - 3 pm – Book Sale (In Person)
October 4 - 8, 11 am – A Week of Spooky Stories (Online via   
Facebook)
October 5, 10:30 am – Play, Baby, Play (In Person)
October 6, All Day – Mummy Door Decoration (Take & Make) 
October 7, All Day – Take It Make It: An Autumn Globe (Take & Make) 
October 7, 6:30 pm – Make An Autumn Globe (In Person) 
October 8, All Day – Grab and Go Crafts (Take & Make) 
October 9, 10 am – Adult Book Discussion (In Person) 
October 9, 10 am - Noon – Trunk-or-Treat (In Person) 
October 11, All Day Pick-Up – Teen Crafts (Take & Make)
October 12, 10:30 am – Play, Baby, Play (In Person)
October 13, 6 pm – STEAM Kits (Online via Facebook)  
October 14, 6 pm – Friends of the Library Meetings (In Person)
October 15, 10 am – Fantastic Friday Stories (Online via Facebook)
October 15, 6 pm – After-Hours Teen Gaming Tournament (In Person)  
October 18, 6 pm – Junior Chefs (Online via Zoom)
October 18, 6 pm – Naturalization 101: Becoming a U.S. Citizen  
(Online via Teams, Bilingual English - Spanish) 
October 19, 10:30 am – Play, Baby, Play (In Person)
October 20, 6 pm – Thrills and Chills Book Chat (Online via Discord) 
October 21, 6:30 pm – Medicare 101 (In Person)  
October 25, All Day Pick-Up – Teen Treats (Take & Make)
October 25, 6:30 pm – Conversation Café (In Person) 
October 26, 10:30 am – Play, Baby, Play (In Person)
October 27, 6:30 pm – Author in the Spotlight: Chris Bohjalian (Online 
via Zoom) 
October 28, 6 pm – Watch The Haunting (In Person)  
October 29, 10 am – Fantastic Friday Stories (Online via Facebook)
October 29, 6 pm – After-Hours Teen Gaming Tournament (In Person)  

November
November 1, 6 pm – All about Henna (Online via Zoom) 
November 2, 10:30 am – Play, Baby, Play (In Person)
November 4, 6:30 pm – Make a Cinnamon Candle (In Person) 
November 4, – Take It Make It! Cinnamon Candle (Take & Make) 
November 5, 10 am – Fantastic Friday Stories (Online via Facebook)
November 8, 10 am – Searching for a Job Using a Computer (In 
Person)  
November 9, 10:30 am – Play, Baby, Play (In Person)
November 10, 6 pm – STEAM Kits (Online via Facebook)  
November 11, 6 pm – Friends of the Library Meetings (In Person)
November 12, All Day – Grab and Go Crafts (Take & Make) 
November 12, 6 pm – After-Hours Teen Gaming Tournament (In 
Person)  
November 13, 10 am – Adult Book Discussion (In Person) 
November 15, All Day Pick-Up – Teen Crafts (Take & Make)
November 15, 10 am – Searching for a Job Using a Computer (In 
Person)  
November 15, 6 pm – Junior Chefs (Online via Zoom)
November 15, 6:30 pm – Conversation Café (In Person) 
November 18, 6:30  pm – When a Life Becomes Myth: History, Myth 
and Family Stories (Online via Zoom) 
November 19, 10 am – Fantastic Friday Stories (Online via Facebook)
November 20, 10 am – Grand Reopening and 90th Anniversary 
Celebration 
November 22, All day – Thanksgiving Stuffy Sleepover (In Person) 
November 22, 10 am – Searching for a Job Using a Computer (In 
Person)  
November 24, 10 am – Gobbling Good Storytime (Online via 
Facebook)
November 25, All Day – Library Closed for Thanksgiving
November 26, 6 pm – After-Hours Teen Gaming Tournament (In 
Person)  
November 29, All Day Pick-Up – Teen Treats (Take & Make)


